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Natl€iMI Oceanic and Atmoapherlc 

Admlnlttratlon 

Endllnoer-d and nnatened Wildlife 
and Planta; ldentltleatlon of lbrtne 

Vertebrata and lnvartabnlta Cendklata 

Spaclea f« Uatlng Under the 
E~ Spaclaa Act 

AGENCY: National Marine Fieheriee 
Service (NMFSJ, NOAA. Commerce. 

ACT1011: Notice of development of liet of 

candidate epeclea. 

-MAllY: NMFS identlfiee vertebrate 
and invertebrate marine epecle1 u 
candidate• for pouible addition to the 
Uat of Endaqered and Threatened 
Wildlife and Planta. NMFS it aollcitlns 

information concemJna the 1tatua of 

theee 1pecie1 and nomlnatlone of 
additional 1pecie1 that appear to 
wanant llelilqJ coneideratlon. Th11 

notice 11 not a propoeal for !latina and 
the involved 1peciee do not receive 
1ubatantlve or procadural protection 

under the Eodanaerad Speclea Act of 
1913. NMFS doee, however, encourall" 

Federalagenclee and other appropriate 
partiea to take theee apecie1 into 
account in project planolna. Thla 
candidate li1t ideotlfiee poly animal 
speciel; NMFS wiU Identify candidate 

marine plant species in a future notice: 

DAre Comment. may be aubmitted untll 

further notice. 

ADORED: Comment. abould be 1entto 
Dr. Nancy Foater, Director, Office of 

Protected Reaourcea and Habitat 
Programa, National Mlrine Filberiee 

Service, Waabinaton. DC 20236. 

POll flllmiEIIINFOIIIIAT1011 CONTACt: 

Patricia Montanlo, Protected Specie• 
Management Dlvillon. Office of 
Protected Reeourcee and Habitat 
Programe, NMFS (202/673-5351) •. 

SIII'I'LEIIEJIT MY INFDRIIATIDIC The 
Endanaered Speciee·Act of 1973 (ESA; 

16 U.S.C. 1531 etaeq.) requlree 
determination• of whether opecies of 
wildlife and plant. are endanaered or 
threatened booed on the beat available 

scientific and commercial data. 
"Specl01" include• any •r,eclee or 
iubapeclee of liah. wlldli e or planL and 

any distinct population oegment of any 

vertebrate epeciee that interbreedo 

when molurl. NMFS and tho U.S. Flab 

and Wildlife Service ohara 
responsibllilieo under the ESA. With 

aome excepliona. NMFS i1 reaponeible 

for opeclu that reoide all or the major 

portion of their lifetime in marine 

waten. Candidate 1pecie1 are thoee 

epecie1 identified for lietiJII 
coDiidenlion. NMFS will conduct 

comprebeneiva revlewa of the ttatua of 

each apeclea to determine which 

warrant lietlna ae endaqerad or 

threatened under the I!SA. NMFS 11 a lao 

developins pldellnee to be ueed to 

aaeign lilliJII prioritlee to candidate 

epeclea. 
NMFS requ01te comment. and aoliclte 

information concernlna the etatue of 

oP.,ciel in the accompanylna table, 

eepeciaUy in regard to put and preeent 

population etatue and dletribution; 

threat. affectlns the epeci01; and. if 
appropriate, identification of crilical 

habitaL NMFS aollcite nominalione of 

addit!onalepeciu that appear to 

warrantlletina conalderation: 
information on taxonomic chana•• for 

any of the lilted epeciu; and more 

appropriate common nameo. 

NMFS intendt to c:Oneider all data 

received in re1po01e to thle notice, to 

make appropriate a10endmente to the 

accompanying table, and to indicate 

intention~ with regard to future lhtina 

actiona. 
In the future. NMFS will compile and 

publish aliet of candidate marine plant 

epeciee. To eneure that the Uet 11 

complete, NMFS II aolicitina biological 

information and recommendation• on 

candidate marine plant. native to U.S. · 

watera. Propooed candida tee ahould be 

categorized aa fully marine, fully aquatic 

estuarine, or inter-tidal eotuarine. 

In the following table of candidate 

apeciea, the common name appeara •• 

the lint entry followed by the acienlific 

name. the family name. and the area of 

distribution under conaideration for 

listing. 

Date: A..,..t ze. 19111. 

NODCJF-. . 
Director. Office of ProtKted il<•ource~ und 
Hobilat Pro6rom1. National Morine Fi•llerin 

Service. 
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DATE: 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

J. •V• ....,..,_ 6.LUU() 

Juneau, A~ska 99802-1668 

April 18, 1988 

Fxl - James E. Douglas, Jr~ . , r 
~~~ 

. ~/ 
Me / 

Recommen for Candidate Species 

In response to your memorandum of March 29, the Alaska Region of 

the National Marine Fisheries Service recommends that the fol­
lowing species of marine mammals be considered as candidate 
species for threatened or endangered status under the Endangered 

Species Act. 

1. Northern Sea Lion - Eumetopias iubatus 

Northern sea lions have declined severely in abundance in the 

past decade to well below their apparent OSP, and are undoubtedly 
depleted. The causes of this decline are unknown at present. A 

current status review of the species is in progress by the 
National Marine Mammal Laboratory (NMML) to assess the severity 

of the decline. This status review may justify a "threatened" 
designation for this species. 

2. Northern Fur seal - Callorhinus ursinus 

The northern fur seal has been declared to be a depleted species. 
Further declines to less than half of the pre-1970's population 
level may warrant classification as a threatened species. 

3. North Pacific Harbor Seal - Phoca vitulina 

Harbor seals in Alaska also are on an apparent decline and are 
undergoing a status review by the NMML. If the species is found 
to be depleted, we recommend that its designation as a threat­

ened species be considered. 

4. Cook Inlet Beluga Whale - Delphinapterus leucas 

The Cook Inlet population of beluga whales is a geographically 
isolated remnant population. This size of the population has 

been estimated to number only 300-400 individuals. With its 
current estimated rates of natural mortality, native harvest, and 

other human impacts, there is concern that the population is 
not able to be sustained by annual recruitment. A status review 



is needed as well as field research to obtain better information 

on population size and condition. We believe that threatened 

species designation for this population is warranted to provide 

management opportunities to protect the population from future 

decline. 

We understand that our nomination of candidate species is only 

the first step in a lengthy process of gathering and reviewing 

information leading to a decision regarding status designation. 

In that regard, the Alaska Region is in the process of assisting 

this effort by having already initiat~d a review .af .. the..status .of. ---· -· 

the Cook Inlet beluga-population. We will provide this review to 

you at a later date when it is completed. 


